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Placed below is a letter from Mr. Tatsuo 
Hayashida, a former Japanese Army officer, to the 
Prime Minister. Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida mentions that 
he escorted the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
from Taipei to Tokyo and pleads that arrangements may 
please be made for the return of the ashes to India. 

PM has noted j "I agree but the Forward Bloc will oppose 
vehemently and others may join". 


2. Secretary (East) is fully aware of the background 
to this problem. Some years ago all papers relating to 
this problem were transferred to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and t hey jiandle all Parliame ntary questions etc. 
on the subject. 


3. When we were in Tokyo recently the Embassy 
officials pointed out that the problem has taken a 
new dimension arising from the fact that all people 
in Japan who venerated Netaji and are looking a ^ter 
the ashes are now very old. While the priesir^in the 
temple may befhappy to continue receiving subsidy from 
the Government of India for maintaining the ashes, it 
may become progressively more difficult to do this in 
a manner befitting Netaji. 
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Reference above. 


2. Secret ary (East) had suggested that this matter 
could be raised again after 15th December. Relevant 
papers pertainting to the question of Netaji’s ashes 
are placed below. 
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SECRET 




POSITION IN THE 
ADMITTED LIST 


STARRED QUESTION NO. 1+68 
IN t1e~¥ajya SABHA FOR 21.12.78 


NOTE FOR SUPPLEMENT ARIES 
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The question reads as under: - 


(a). 


r 


whether Government's attention has been drawn 
to a news Item which appeared In the Times 
of XrV'ia of the Jth December, 1978 regarding 
the suggestion made by a retired General of 
the Japanese imperial Army, *0 is the 
custodian of the ashes of Netajl Subhash 
Chandra Bose, to the effect that the ashes 
should be handed over to the Government of 
India; and 


, 4{Vy 


1 ■ . L - . “ 1 '• ' • 

(b) If so, whether the Government of India propose 
to take up the matter with the Government of 
Japan? 


iw 
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1. 


The news item referred to in the question is annexed. 






It refers to the suppestion made by General Fujwara eustodian 
of the ashes said to fce of Neta.li Subhash Chandra Bose 
stored in the Renko.il Shrlno near Tokyo. The statement 
was reportedly made to a Malaysian lawyer, connected with 
the Ex-INA personnel in Malaysia. The circumstances in vihich 
the statement was made and released to the Press are not known. 




2. In April, 1956 , the Government of India, in response 

to public demand, appointed an Inquiry Committee consisting 
of Sarvashrl Shah Nawaz Khap, Suresh Chandra Bose (elder 

. - . . ' ’ ' ^ * v' I" .1 , ; , - *•", ‘ ‘ J"'Y. .• ■-> * • ,• 

brother of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) and S.N.Maltra, -w, 
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formerly Chief Commissioner of Andaman and Hicobar, to 
ascertain the circumstances concerning Netaji’s alleged 
death In an air-crash. Two members of the Committee, 
namnl y , Sar va s) i r:l Sh ah W avaz Kh art and S.N.Maltra, came 
to the conclusion that Notajl met his death in an air- 
. crash at Tatholci G? ihre sal) oji the l8th August, 194'5* Shri 
Surest Chandra Bose di sapried ad-th these findings and 
submitted a di ssenttnr report. The majority roport was 
acc ept ed by th e 0 ove r nrae nt . 

' — “ r t 4 

3* The controversy over the disappearance ojp'', 

Nctaji was, however, not resolved and demands continued 
to be made for undertaking another inquiry into the matter. 
Rumours about Net aji ’ s survival and his subsequent appearance 
elsewhere crouped uf> repeatedly. In response to a demand 
for a fresh inquiry by a number of Members of Parliament 
belonging to different political parties, the Government 
decided to appoint a Commission of Inquiry to go into the 
entire matter in July, 1970* Shri G.D.Khosla, retired - _ 

Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as a one 
man Commission to ’’inquire into all the facts and 
eircum stances relating to the disappearance of Hetaji 
Suhhash Chandra Bose in 1947 and the subsequent developments 

C o nt d • . . , .3* * 


connected therewith and make a report to the Central 
Government". The Commission visited Japan, Burma, 

Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Formosa 

jf 

(Taiwan and examined 224 wit nesses including 100 who were 
examined abroad . A large number of files and documents 
were produced and el'-ed in evidence. The Commission 
submitted its report- on the 30 th June, l97h. The Commission 
arrived at the same conclusion that was reached by the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee in 1956 that Netaji died in an 
sir-craSh at Taihoku on the l8th August* 19^5* 

4, The Cabinet acce pted the finding that Not aji h ad 
died in an air-crash on the -|8th Aug ust, 19^+5 at Tailioku 
Jj 2 _Taiwgn»__Th e report of the Commission ajprigwith the 
memorandum of action taken thereon was laid on the Tables 
>$f both the Houses of Parliament on Ir d September, 1974. 

5. The Khosla Commission in its Report had mentioned 
that 

"(xviii) Two days later, Bose’s body was cremated 
and his ashes were' carried to Tokyo in the beginning 
of September, 194 1 ! where they were deposited in 
the Renko.li Temple"* 

7 " 

1 t . _ 

6* The Commission did not make any specific 

recommendation or suggestions for bringing the ashes to 
India and it was not also a point of reference lo the 
Commission. While submitting the Report for approval 

Cont d * * . .4. * • 
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of the Cabinet before placing it in Parliament , a 
point was raised that the Government might have to 
take a stand on the question of bringing the ashes to 
India this It was not pursued. 

7, The controversy did not, however, end with the 

publication of the Khosla Commission Report. On the 
3rd August, 1977 j Shr i Samar Guha moved a motion in 
the Rok Sakha suggesting inter- oil a the setting up a 
three-man Commission for conducting a fresh Inquiry into 
the mystery* of dis'V<pp ear an.ee of Ketaji Subhash Chandra Rose- 


8. The motion was discussed’ at length in 1977 and 

also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 the Prime Minister 
intervening in the debate observed 


"There have been two enquiries Into the report 
of the doath of Netaji SubhaS' Chandra Bose in 
the air-crash on 1 8th August, IwST at Taihoku 
airfield during his air- journey ro Manchuria, 
one by a Committee presided over by Maj -General 
Shah frawaz Khan and the second by a one-man 
Commission of Innuiry headed by Shri G«D»Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court, ^j'he 
majority report of the first Committee ■ anc} 

Shri Khosla held the report of the death e*s truqfr; 
Since then, reasonable doubts have been cast on 
the correctness. of the conclusions reached in the 
two rep6ro^'anci various important contradictions 
in the testimony of witnesses have been noticed. 
Some further contemporary official documentary 
rccor<ls have also become available. In the light 


C o nt d.«.*7.. 


of those doubts and contradictions and tho se 
rec^ds Government find It difficult to 

accept th at the e aiidL£r--CQn clusi' ms ar e 
decis ive. At the same time Government feels 
that no useful purpose -would be served by 
having any further inquiry. X hope that in the 
light of this statement my ho n.f fiend -will 
■withdraw his motion 11 . 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. 'While doing 


so he declared in the House 


"Today. I cannot express my gratitude to the 
Prime Minister because today ends a crusade 
that in my humble way I was tryi ng to conduct 
on behalf of the people of India at least to 
seo that officially and legally Netajl is 
no t dec i art * C dead 1 '. 


9. The authenticity rf the ashes kept in the Hehkoji 

fbtnple in Japan as those, of Keta^i Subhas Ch indra Bose 

has not therefore been finally established. It will be 

, . — — ■ — ~ ~ 

rath dr premature to think of receiving the ashes in India 


ansfehild a suitable memorial for storing them at this stage 


This Question can be considered only after the mystery 
surrounding the disappearance of Netaji in 194$ is finally 
cleared. As indicated by Prime Minister in the House 


the Government do not at present contemplate any fresh 
inquiry into this matter. 
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10, Indian Embassy, Tokyo have reported to the 
Ministry of External Affairs that as far as the Embassy 
officials are aware FUJIWARA has not m d?ie any such 
statements in Japan. He is also not the custodian of 
Neta3i f s ashes which are kept in Renkoji Shrine in Japan. 

A Malaysian citizen Karan Singh Veeria visited Japan 
in October 1978 and met FUJIWARA. He is reported to be 

or doubtful antecedents ; and despite his claims has no 

* 

known links with IHA. The Embassy has reported that the 
statements referred to in the press report have 
presumably been made by him. Tho Embassy has also reported 
that some Japanese associated with IHA have privately 
expressed the desire to see 'detail's ashes ultimately 
returned to India and FUJIWARA may be one of them. 



ANNEXURE 


# 

o 

"Neta jl 1 s Ashes Must Be Given to India" 

A;!- , l f.' - : v 

■ 1 , I t> 'j * * ; 

KUALALUMPUR Dec. 4 - General Fujiwara of the 
Japanese Imperial Army, custodian of the ashes of 

1 v. • H i , kfl 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, has suggested that the 
ashes should be ceremoniously handed over to the 
Indian Government repprtfe ?TI. 

The ageing General expressed this &r'r,h to a 
Malaysian lawyer. Mr. Tf| Karan Singh wlio went to 
Japan recently ip pay hoir.. ge to the Netaji memorial. 

He went there on behalf of the ax-INA personnel 
in Malaysia and Singapore P 

Netaji r s ashes are kept in an urn at the Renkoji 
shrine near Tokyo under the care of' the chief monk, 
Matsusuk£, for the past ‘3G years. 
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Nata j l*s Ashes . 






The Note for Supplement axles prepared by the 
Ministry of Hbne Affairs in response to a Rajya 
Sab ha Question in December 1978 which gives the 
background to the Question is placed below. 


2 . 


In summary, following is the position s - 

(i) The Government had in 1974 accepted 
the conclusion reached by the Khosla 
Commission that Netaji had died in an 
air crash in Taiwan on 18th August 1945. 


(ii) The Commission had also mentioned that 
Netaji* s body was cremated two days 
later and was carrie d to Tokyo in tile 
beginning of September 1945 where they 
were deposited in the Renkojl temple. 


(iii) However, the Khosla Commisrion had made 
no speoific recommendation or suggestion 
for bringing the ashes to India. 



* ; ? 



(It) The then Prime Minister, Shri Morar^i 
Desal, in respooe to a Motion moved in 
lok Sab ha by shri Samar Guha on 20th 
August 1978 declared that in the light 
of doubts and contradictions the Govern- 
\ ment find it difficult to aceept that 
> the earlier eonolusions (the report of 
the two Inquiry Commissions headed 
- respectively by Shahnawaz Khan and Justice 
Khosla) are decisive. The implication of 
that was that the authenticity of Ihe 
ahses kept In Renkojl temple was, once 
ag^in, brought into quest iom. 

3* 1 ' Both the temple authorities and various admirers 
of Netaji in Japan have been urging the Indian Govern- 
ment to have the ashes brought hack to India. The 
various people involved in this in Japan are now very 
old and fear that after their departure from the 
soene, it may be difficult to ensure that due honour 
is done to Netaj 1' s ashes. 

4. For F.M.'s information only : We give annually about 
fc.20,000 to the temple authorities to enable them to con 
tinue to look after the ashes. All matters pertaining to 
Neta3i*s death are now dealt with by Ministry of Hone 
Affairs. * 
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Netajj^s Ashes ' 


In summary, following is the . position : 

i) The Government had in 1974 accepted 
the conclusion reached by the Khosla 
Commission that Netaji had died in an 
air crash in Taiwan on 18th August 1945. 

ii) The Commission had also mentioned that 
Netaji's body was cremated two days 
later and was carried to Tokyo in the 
beginning of September 1945 where they 
were deposited in the Renkoji temple. 

iii) However, the Khosla Commission had made 
no specific recommendation or suggestion 
for bringing the ashes to India. 

iv) The then Prime Minister, Shri Morarji 
Desai, in response to a Motion moved in 
Lok Sabha by Shri Samar Guha on 20th 
August 1978 declared that in the light 
of doubts and contradictions the Govern- 
ment find it difficult to accept that 
the earlier conclusions (the report of 
the two Inquiry Commissions headed 
respectively by Shahnawaz Khan and Justice 
Khosla) are decisive. The implication of 
that was that the authenticity of the 
ashes kept in Renkoji temple was, once 
again, brought into question. 

2. Both the temple authorities and various 
admirers of Netaji in Japan have been urging the 
Indian Government to have the ashes brought back to 
India. The various people involved In this in Japan 
are now very old and fear that after their departure 
from the scene, it may be difficult to ensure that 
due honour is done to Netaji's ashes. 

3. When this hdd been placed before FM, he had 
suggested that it might be desirable to have some 
informal consultation with Membersbf Parliament* 
Perhaps the meeting of the Consultative Committee 
might possibly provide an opportunity for this. 







Netaii's Ashes 


In summary* following is the position: 

i) The Government had in 1974 accepted 
the conclusion reached by the Khosla 
Commission that Netaji had died in an 
air crash in Taiv/an on 18th August 1945. 

ii) The Commission had also mentioned that 
Netaji’s body was cremated two days 
later and was carried to Tokyo in the 
beginning of September 1945 where they 
v*ere deposited in the Renkoji temple. 

iii) However, the Khosla Commission had made 
no specific recommendation or suggestion 
for bringing the ashes to India. 

iv) The then Prime! Minister, Shri Morarji 
Desai, in response to a Motion moved in 
Lok Sabha by Shri Samar Guha on 20th 
August 1978 declared that in the light 
of doubts and contradictions the Govern- 
ment find it difficult to accept that 
the earlier conclusions (the report of 
the two Inquiry Commissions he a led 
respectively by Shahnawaz Khan and Justice 
Khosla) are decisive. The implication of 
that was that the authenticity of the 
ashes kept in Renkoji temple 'as, once 
again, brought into question. 

* 

2. Both the temple authorities and various 
admirers of Netaji in Japan have been urging the 
Indian Government to have the ashes brought back to 
India. The various people involved in this in Japan 
are now very old and fear that after their departure 
from the scene, it may be difficult to ensure that 
due honcur is done to Netaji*s ashes. 

3. When this had been placed before FM, he had 
suggested that it might be desirable to have some 
informal consultation with Members of Pad. lament. 
Perhaps the meeting of the Consultative Committee 
might possibly provide an opportunity for this. 


